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had neither the face nor the desire to come in at that clooJ^ which made me postponed to some that, as I thongli^ deserved as little as myself; but those that were so a#~ mitted stayed not long in their places after his lordship'0 exit.
March 17. The committee appointed to examine th0 plot, heard Oates's and Bedloe's evidence, where the latter accused the Treasurer with tampering with him to fly i*1 this interval of Parliament.
March 19. The llth of April was appointed by th<3 committee of privileges for the trying the election at th£ petition of Sir Godfrey Copley, and it was ordered that the high sheriff should be sent for up to answer bis making a single return ; so severely did all things go with my Lord Treasurer's friends.
March 20. A message was sent to the Lords to desire that my Lord Treasurer might be committed, the Lords having voted before the same day that his lordship should have eight days to bring in his defence.
March 22. The Commons repeated the former message to the Lords.
March 23. The King coming to the House of Lords, in his robes and with his crown upon his head, told both Houses that it was by his particular order that my Lord Treasurer had written those particular letters to Montagu; and that it was not my Lord Treasurer who concealed the plot, since it 'was himself that told it to Ms lordship, from time to time, as he thought fit. His Maj esty declared further that lie had given my Lord Treasurer a Ml pardon, and he would, if need required, give it him again ten times over : however, he intended to lay him aside from his employments, and to forbid him coming to Court.
Some would have persuaded him to have fled, and the two Houses would have been content with it; for the Lords had a conference with the Commons about making a bill to banish him, but the Commons desired some